






Building Envelope – working models



Hands-on fitting external insulation to block

Workshop  – super insulation



Different  Construction Types 

Timber frame wall



Different  Construction Types

Solid block + external insulation



Building services (compact unit) Pro-
Demo 

Building 
Services 
Workshop



Building Services – demonstration / testing



Building Services – working models



Practical Exam
Building Envelope

Construction – airtightness, 
insulation, 

thermal bridging

Oral test        – describe construction  

Building Services (mechanical)

Construction – duct through wall, 
duct cutting, duct 
assembly

Oral test – describe 
construction re 
airtightness



Conclusion 1: 

- But this takes extra time + cost + space

Practical Training is Essential



Conclusion 2:

Mix of Both Public and Private 
Funding Needed for Training

-



Conclusion 3:

Need to Motivate the 
Construction Sector to Gear Up 
on Training 



Passive 
House 
construction
fundamentals

HANDwerker with ‘thinking 
fingers’ 

Specify Passive House Tradespersons 
On Your Tender Documents



Passive House 

Primer

PHPP
Practitioner

Certified Passive 
House 

Tradesperson 
Theory 

Certified 
Tradesperson 

Practical

Thermal 
Bridging

Certified 
Airtightness 

Tester

Certified 
Passive House 

Consultant

Passive House 

Refresher

Passive House Training



PHA Passive House Tradesperson Training 

London or the Midlands?
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tomas@passivehouseacademy.ie
www.passivehouseacademy.ie

Thank You!

Tomás O’Leary

mailto:tomas@passivehouseacademy.ie
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