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Lancaster City Council



41 homes built to Passivhaus Standard & Code for Sustainable Homes Level 6.

Private Wire Network with 160KWh Community owned hydro & 93kWh Solar PV .

Car club including 2 Nissan Leafs

Co-operative food store. Shared meals & shared resources .

Where I live: Lancaster Cohousing



In a moving 
culmination of 
Australia's first 
grassroots Climate 
Action Summit, 2500 
people formed a 
human chain around 
Parliament House on 
the first day of 
parliament in Canberra 
in February 2009 to 
send a “climate 
emergency” message 
to the government





CLIMATE CHANGE (No. 2) EDM #2057 Tabled 15 October 2009

That this House recognises that there is a climate emergency and that the 
catastrophic destabilisation of global climate represents the greatest threat that 
humanity faces; further recognises that the world is already above the safe level of atmospheric carbon 

dioxide concentration for a stable planet; further recognises the need to reduce this level to 350 particles per 
million or below; believes it is impossible to predict how close the world is to dangerous tipping points and that 
action to reduce emissions now is worth considerably more than doing the same later; further believes that 
immediate action is required to enact a program of emergency measures with substantial emissions reductions in 
the short term of the order of 10 per cent. by the end of 2010; further believes that the majority of money spent 
on reviving the economy should be on green measures and that at least two hours of prime time television per 
week should be used to explain the gravity of the crisis to the public; further believes that unabated coal and 
domestic flights should be phased out by the end of 2010, that a speed limit of 55 miles per hour should be 

introduced and investment made in energy efficiency and renewable energy, public transport and the 
retro-fitting of efficient insulation to existing housing stock technologies 
leading to the creation of a million green jobs by the end of 2010; and 

further believes that the introduction of such measures would send a positive signal to other countries leading up 
to the UN climate change summit in Copenhagen and beyond.





The United Nations says we could have just 11 years left to limit a climate change 
catastrophe.
Bristol councillor Carla Denyer first put forward the idea of a local area declaring a 
climate emergency and in November the city council passed the motion.
"We are acknowledging we are in an emergency situation," she told Radio 1 Newsbeat -
speaking before the UK and Scottish governments made their pledges.
She says it's not just about reducing carbon emissions on a local scale, but also raising 
awareness about climate change and trying to convince MPs so that changes can be 
made.
"The national government needs to declare an emergency and put resources in place 
to enable councils to help reduce carbon emissions.
"It's the first step to radical action."

Why declare an emergency?   BBC Newsbeat 3rd May 2019

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-45775309
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-46343383


84 No Overall Control

84 Labour

72 Conservative

22 Lib Dem

5 Independent

1 Plaid Cymru

Not a Party Political Issue - Political Control of the 268 (64%) of 
Councils that have declared a 'Climate Emergency'



Why local councils?

• “Local communities through local democracy have a 
fantastic opportunity to create locally-appropriate and 
socially-engaged solutions to the address the climate 
emergency. A community acts, of course, as a 
tremendous multiplier to scale up solutions that would 
not provide the same punch if they were adopted 
piecemeal.

• A community – and indeed community of communities 
– can also be a powerful voice to lobby the next level 
of government to affect appropriate change.”

Dr Paul Young, Lancaster Environment Centre at 
Lancaster University. Contributing author for the 
IPCC 5th Assessment Report.



Community Led Housing

LUNE VALLEY COMMUNITY LAND TRUST & SENIOR CO-HOUSING



Coun Caroline Jackson, Cabinet member with responsibility for housing, said: 
“I am delighted we have been able to support these two very important 
projects.

“Community-led housing aims to solve local housing problems, create 
affordable homes and establish and encourage strong communities.

“'The really important thing about these developments is that all the houses 
will be passivhaus standard for energy efficiency. They will show local 
developers what can be achieved and needs to be achieved if we are to 
reduce our carbon emissions radically by 2030.

LUNE VALLEY COMMUNITY LAND TRUST & SENIOR CO-HOUSING





IPCC SPECIAL REPORT: GLOBAL WARMING OF 1.5 ºC Summary for Policymakers





“That the Council believes that:
…(ix) all governments (national, regional and local) have a duty to limit 
the negative impacts of Climate Breakdown, and local governments that 
recognise this should not wait for their national governments to change 
their policies. It is important for the residents of Epping Forest District 
and the UK that local authorities commit to carbon neutrality as quickly 
as possible;
(x) the consequences of global temperature rising above 1.5°C are so 
severe that preventing this from happening must be humanity’s 
number one priority.”

EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 19th September 2019
Conservative control (37/58) Joint Green Party + Conservative Motion



“Most of our carbon emissions from housing come from existing homes, many of which are 
inefficient. Cllr Dudd is therefore managing the Warm Up Bristol programme, which aims to make 
the private housing stock in Bristol more energy efficient, and the Energy efficiency programme in 
council homes.”

“Full Council calls on the Mayor to:
1. Declare a ‘Climate Emergency’;
2. Pledge to make the city of Bristol carbon neutral by 2030, taking into account both production 
and consumption emissions (scope 1, 2 and 3);
3. Call on Westminster to provide the powers and resources to make the 2030 target possible;
4. Work with other governments (both within the UK and internationally) to determine and 
implement best practice methods to limit Global Warming to less than 1.5°C; Continue to work with 
partners across the city and region to deliver this new goal through all relevant strategies and plans;
6. Report to Full Council within six months with the actions the Mayor/Council will take to address 
this emergency.”

BRISTOL CLIMATE EMERGENCY MOTION 13TH NOVEMBER 2018

THE MAYOR’S RESPONSE 16TH JULY 2019



Somerset declare a ‘Climate Emergency’



Somerset 8 months later





Achieve net-zero carbon – all new development should achieve a net- zero carbon standard 
by means of:
• an overall minimum 35% reduction in emissions over Part L 2013 Building Regulations 

achieved onsite;
• a minimum of 10% and 15% reduction in emissions over Part L 2013 Building Regulations 

achieved respectively in homes and in non- domestic developments through fabric energy 
efficiency improvements;

• residual emissions offset through payments to a Stroud District Council carbon offset fund;



Bath & North East Somerset Council  Climate Emergency Study Discussion Pack September 2019



2. Call on Westminster to provide the necessary 
powers and resources to make local action on 
climate change easier;

Excerpt from Oxford City Council Climate 
Emergency Motion 29th January 2019



“Our Climate Change Act 2008 was the first 
of it’s kind in the world and set a legally 
binding target to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least 80% by 2050 relative 
to 1990 levels. 
We are already making strong progress 
towards that target – between 1990 and 
2017, the UK reduced it’s emissions by over 
40% while growing the economy by more 
than two thirds – on latest available data 
across countries to 2016 the best 
performance in the G7 on a per person 
basis.”



“Estimates of the UK’s GHG emissions in 2016 ranged from a minimum of 473 
million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent on a Climate Change Act basis, to a 
maximum of 784 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent on a footprint 
basis.”

Since 1990 the UK has achieved a 37% reduction of its 
territorial CO2 emissions, according to the Global 
Carbon Project. And that does sound very impressive. 
But these numbers do not include emissions from 
aviation, shipping and those associated with imports 
and exports. If these numbers are included the 
reduction is around 10% since 1990 – or an an average 
of 0.4% a year, according to Tyndall Manchester.





Thank you…

#UKPHC19


