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IN NEW YORK PASSIVE IS MASSIVE!

SOURCE: Images and info courtesy of Steven Winters Associates. 
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SUPER-SIZED PH! (UNDER CONSTRUCTION)

SOURCE: Images courtesy of NYPH and Steven Winters Associates.

Project Info: 
Architects: Handel Architects
Clients: Jonathan Rose Companies, L+M Development Partners, Acacia Network
Rendering: Volley
Certifier: Steven Winters Associates
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WINTHROP CENTER - BOSTON RISING

Project Info: 
Architects: Handel Architects
Clients: MP Boston
Renderings: Steep Blue
Certifier: Steven Winters Associates

SOURCE: Images courtesy of Brad Mahoney, MP Boston
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PITTSBURGH RISING

SOURCE: Images courtesy of Auros Group, Pittsburgh.

Multifamily
Passive House Certification
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OH CANADA! (THE QUIET CHAMPION of PH)

SOURCE: Peel Passive House Consulting, Ontario, Canada.
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NAPHN CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

> 9 Million SF! (836K m2)

+ Costs: 1-8%

Passive Assets: Certified perform Better! KEEN FOCUS ON:

• Embodied 
Carbon

• Ventilation 
(COVID Context)

• 750 attendees!
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VERIFYING AFFORDABLE MULTIFAMILY PERFORMANCE

SOURCE: PH2020 - NAPHN conference Affordable Housing Financing presentation, Jamie Bemis, Bright Power, Inc.
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PASSIVE HOUSE MULTIFAMILY INSIGHTS

SOURCE: Magnusson Architecture & Planning Presentation to NYPH – June 18, 2020.
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POLICY & THE SHIFTING OF U.S. CODE TARGETS

SOURCE: https://www.c2es.org/document/greenhouse-gas-emissions-targets/

GHG EMISSIONS TARGETS: 
§ ADOPTED AT THE STATE 

LEVEL
§ VARY BY DATE
§ VARY BY LEVEL OF 

ENFORCEMENT 
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DOING THE ‘DANNY ZUCO!'

SOURCE: https://communityp.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/CPC_Financing_High-Performance_Guide_WEB_10_15_2020.pdf
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POLICY & THE SHIFTING SANDS OF CODE TARGETS

SOURCE: https://www.c2es.org/document/greenhouse-gas-emissions-targets/

Zoning Code
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PRE-CERTIFICATION

CONSTRUCTION
SITE VERIFICATION

ENERGY CODE CALCS.

SITE VERIFICATION

SCHEM. DESIGN

Passive House Design
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(          )

ENERGY CODE DEVELOPMENT STRUCTURE 

HVACGLAZINGENVELOPE DHW LIGHTING

?

20
22

20
19

MOVING 
TARGET

Goal : Cost 
Effective 
Energy 

Efficiency

❏ % > Benchmark Building

❏ 3-year update cycle

❏ No finite end goal

AIR SEALING THERMAL BRIDGES
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PASSIVE HOUSE STANDARD STRUCTURE

Passive House Structure:

HVACGLAZING

ENVELOPE

AIR SEALING

THERMAL BRIDGES

DHWLIGHTING

FIXED TARGETS

Goal : 
Hygiene 

Ventilation

❏ Specific to each Building

❏ Revised periodically

❏ Defined targets & goals

Source: https://passipedia.org/basics/the_passive_house_-_definition

“A Passive House is a building, for which 
thermal comfort (ISO 7730) can be 

achieved solely by post-heating or post-
cooling of the fresh air mass, which is 

required to achieve sufficient indoor air 
quality conditions – without the need for 

additional recirculation of air.”
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CAN THESE FRAMEWORKS BE MERGED?
Passive House and Typical Benchmark Energy code overlay:

HVACGLAZING ENVELOPE

AIR SEALING THERMAL BRIDGES

DHW LIGHTING

?

20
22

20
19

FIXED TARGET

MOVING 
TARGET

Goal : 
Hygiene 

Ventilation

Goal : Cost 
Effective 
Energy 

Efficiency
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POLICY PATTERNS: FOLLOW THE LEADERS!

Source: Brussels Environment, Joke Dockx

1. Identified a clear end goal
2. Provided training & support to 

industry to aim for that goal
3. Promoted the front runners
4. Changed the code (once the 

market was ready.)
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IS THERE PASSIVE–CENTRIC POLICY IN NORTH AMERICA?

City of Vancouver General Info:
https://vancouver.ca/green-vancouver/build-a-passive-house.aspx

NYC General Info:
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/hpd/develope
rs/passive-house.page MassSave Program:

http://ma-eeac.org/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/Exh.-1-Final-Plan-10-
31-18-With-Appendices-no-bulk.pdf

British Columbia, 
CANADA

NEW YORK STATE
MASSACHUSETTS

STATES:
• Washington State –

accepts PHPP

CITIES:
• NYC includes Passive 

House city-owned 
affordable housing

• Minneapolis, MN 
dabbling…

• Monterey, CA 
dabbling…
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HARNESS THE POWER OF PASSIVE HOUSE!

WHY NOT UTILIZE PH TO DRIVE HIGH PERFORMANCE BUILDING PRODUCTS…?
AND WHY NOT DO THE SAME FOR POLICY?!

LEARN MORE: https://passivehouse.com/03_certification/01_certification_components/02_certification_criteria/02_certification_criteria.htm
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NEW PASSIVHAUS PRODUCTS FROM NORTH AMERICA

Everything else we 
IMPORT!
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NEW CONNECTOR SOFTWARE TOOLS

Developer: Ed May, Bldgtyp, Inc.
Download at: http://www.idf2ph.com/
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SUMMARY

SOURCE: https://www.c2es.org/document/greenhouse-gas-emissions-targets/

PRODUCTS

POLICIES

PROJECTS
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CHOOSE YOUR FUTURE – WISELY!

Thank You
bronwyn@naphnetwork.org
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A H EA LTH Y & G REEN  
F U TU RE 

W W W . U K P H C . O R G . U K

THANK 
YOU

LEAD SPONSORS


